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Gilobal climate change
perhaps presents the nations
of the world with a potentially
unifying sustainability issue as
the affects of significant
changes in the world's climate
would impact us all. In
December 1997, more than

—— 150 nations adopted a historic

agreement known as the

Kyoto Climate Agreement to protect the earth's atmosphere and climate. This climate
agreement was established in Kyoto, Japan. For the first time, nations agreed to place legally
binding limits to their emissions of heat trapping greenhouse gases. 38 industrial nations
agreed to to reduce their emissions of six greenhouse gases to 5% below the 1990 emission
levels by the year 2012. While not a signatory to the Kyoto Protocol, President Bush commits
the US to an agressive strategy to cut greenhouse gas intensity by 18% over the next 10
years. The Global Climate Change initiative also supports vital climate change research and
ensures that America's Workers and citizens of the developing world are not unfairly
penalized.

World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD)

Beginning in April 2001, preparation for the World Summit for Sustainable Development
(WSSD) to be held in Johannesburg, South Africa took place at the local, national, sub-
regional, regional and global levels. Negotiations occurred addressing not only Agenda 21,
but also confronting new critical issues the world is facing in this century with globalization.
There were four global PrepComs held in preparation for WSSD. The World Summit on
Sustainable Development (WSSD) marked the 10-year anniversary of the 1992 Earth
Sumrlnit, the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil.

WSSD took place from August 26 - September 4, 2002 in Johannesburg, South Africa. It
presented a timely opportunity for governments, United Nations' agencies, multilateral
financial institutions, NGOs, and civil society to reinvigorate their global commitment towards
sustainable development. Approximately 60,000 people from all over the world attended the
Summit. The Summit resulted in a series of commitments in five priority areas that were
backed up by specific government announcements on programs, and by partnership
initiatives. The five priority areas included water, energy, health, agriculture and biodiversity.

U.S. Under Secretary of State for Global Affairs Paula Dobriansky identified U.S. objectives
for the 2002 World Summit for Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg, South
Africa.

"The United States intends to work in partnership with governments, the private sector and
NGOs to achieve sustainable development initiatives to reduce the number of people living
without safe drinking water; enhance access to clean energy, reduce hunger and increase
agricultural productivity; ensure universal access to basic education; stem AIDS and reduce
TB and malaria; and manage and conserve forests and oceans. "

Since the WSSD, the United States has been actively engaged
in the partnerships and initiatives announced in Johannesburg. These include the

Congo Basin Partnership

Clean Energy Initiative

Water for Poor Signature Initiative

Initiative to Cut Hunger in Africa

Africa Education Partnership [EXiTdisclaimery|

Geographic Information for Sustainable Development

White Water to Blue Water Initiative and

Investing in Health: Fighting Infectious Disease for Sustainable Development
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