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";hank you icr y.our letter concerning CDBG f utrds and the Town oJ'Castie Rock. Last year.

when faced rvith the question olrvlieiher the 'l'orvn shor-rid become an entitlement cnnturunitv

under the CDI1G program. the Council declined to purslte that status because it would resuh in

unclear and unr,l'arranted interf'erence liom the Dcpartrnent of Housing and Lirban Deve loprnent

(l-lUD). For yerirs Castle Rock has accepted vari<lus grant monies oft'ered by FIUD through

Douglas County. This money was parceled out Lr,r' J'ou,n Council mainl5 to fix alleyways and

maki curbs AI)A accessible. Bur lsst year I-{UD added r,er:- alarming strings to the granls: 377

pages of ne."r, rules that give F1UD rirastic new powers over otlr cities and counties that ir: atfecl

etiininate the zoning anci planning powers olyour locai elected otficials rvhich can nor'v be

overruled b-v- I-ILJD bureaucrats in Washington DC.

If rve continue to accept the I{LiD graltts. rve will be lorcetl to prepare detailed tiL\pa.ver-financed

stuclies of our schools-retail. housing. anci other comnrunit,v aspects to llUD rvho rvill decide if
our neighborhoods are "fnflhering t'air housing," 'fhat means that er.'en though our tout has

never bien tound in violation of the anti-discrimination irousing rr-rles that have been larv lorover

50 years. HUD on a whim coukj fbrce us to br.rild lou-income, government subsidized housing
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into our neighborhoods if HUD
happening across the U.S.;.iust

decides we aren't raciail,r- balanced enough. This is aiready
google Wcstchester County, New york,

one example: according p uuo, if your family horne sits on a quarter-acre propefiy. yourneighborhood is potentially discrirninatory. It would be much less racisr if a high-rise lo*,-income apartment building lYent up n.r,t dorr.. never minci local zoning regulations.

The result fbr us could be reduced property values. a large popuiation increase clue to an int'lux of'people from the cities to our suburbs, *or* crirne. largeiocal t"x incr*us.u ,o.upp* HUD,smandate, and loss of local zoning control and other locai decisions.

As a lowt Council. rve will resist all federal attenrpt to destroy our local sovereignty,, be it fromI-IUD, the EPA. or any other government agencl.'. council wili alrvay,s clefend oui resident,s rightto make their olln locai decisions u'ithout toerit interf'erence. while i appreciate the nrany,good works that are repre-sented b1' your programs. accepting onerous f'ederal grant requirenlentswhich harfir our community cannot be thi price to pav for r*i.*r monies.

Sincerely.
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Par,rl I)onahue
Ma1'or. District 1

Ma,vor Pro Tem. District 3

Mark Heath
Councilmember District 2

District

Ceorge Teal
Counci inrember District 6
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Office of the Town Clerk

To:

From:

Title:

Honorable Mayor and Mernbers of Town Council

Lisa Anderson, Depu$ Town Clerk

Record of Vote

Executive Summarv

According to the Minutes of the August 18, 2015; Mayor Pro-Tem Green made a
motion, seconded by Councilrnember Teal, to direct staff to decline participation in the

CDBG program in the future.

The rnotion passed by the following vote:

Brett Ford Not Present
George Teal Yes
Renee Valentine Yes
Paul Donahue Yes
Jennifer Green Yes
Chip Wilson No
Mark Heath Yes
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